
California’s K-12 enrollment drops again, charter 
schools see increase
New state data reveals latest trends
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C
alifornia’s K-12 public schools this year experienced the biggest drop in 

enrollment in the past five years, according to new state data released Thursday.

While the number of students at traditional public schools has steadily declined, the 

number attending charter schools in the state continues to increase. 

“This data provides a critical snapshot of all students in California, highlighting 

trends that show areas where students are improving, where they’re struggling and 

where additional resources are needed,” Tony Thurmond, state superintendent of 

public instruction, said Thursday. 

A total of 34,135 fewer students were enrolled this school year compared to last, 

more than four times the drop experienced the prior year. Until this year, the biggest 

single-year decline in the past five years had been 8,783 from the 2014-15 to 2015-16 

school year.

Significant trends over the last five years show an overall 0.8 percent decline in 

student enrollment statewide, from 6.2 million in 2014-15 to 6.19 million in 2018-19. 

Meanwhile, charter school enrollment grew from 544,980 students to 652,933 

students during the same time period.

 shows that by 2030, only 1 out of every 5 Californians will be a child, as a 

result of declining birth rates, said Samantha Tran, senior managing director for 
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