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Hepatitis B virus (HBV) infects the liver. HBV is spread through infected
blood and body fluids. Risk factors include being born to an HBV-
infected woman, having unprotected sex, sharing injection drug
equipment, sharing personal hygiene items (e.g., razors, nail clippers,
toothbrushes), and living in a household with infected persons.

Resources for the general public

Hepatitis B in King County
Purpose of surveillance:

e To identify infectious cases and outbreaks

e To identify exposed persons eligible for post-exposure prophylaxis

e To identify and eliminate sources of transmission

e To identify pregnant women with hepatitis B and ensure prompt treatment to prevent
infection of the newborn

http://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/health/communicable-diseases/disease-control /hepatitis-B.aspx?print=1 12
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Hepatitis B, Acute
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Local epidemiology:

Nine cases of acute HBV infection were reported in 2015. Five (56%) of the cases were male,
and median age was 42 years (range 29 - 63 years). Sexual activity was the suspected route
of exposure for four (44%) cases. Six cases were hospitalized, none died.

In 2015, 738 chronic hepatitis B cases were reported.

Women of childbearing age receive additional follow up from Public Health, since hepatitis B
infection can be passed perinatally from mother to infant, but is 85% - 95% preventable
when post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP) is administered to the infant at birth. Women with
hepatitis B who are reported to Public Health are evaluated for pregnancy status, and
pregnant women are enrolled in the Perinatal Hepatitis B Prevention Program (PHBPP). The
PHBPP’s goal is to ensure these infants receive timely preventive treatment beginning at
birth. In 2015, 164 infants in King County were born to women with hepatitis B infection. Of
those, all infants received on-time post-exposure treatment, including hepatitis B immune
globulin and the first dose of hepatitis B vaccine.

Since chronic HBV infection became reportable in Washington state in December 2000, the
number of reports in King County has ranged from 400 to 878 annually. Reports of acute
HBV cases in King County and nationally have been declining since the 1980s when hepatitis
B vaccine became widely available.
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Why aren't children in the UK vaccinated against chickenpox?

The chickenpox vaccine is not part of the routine UK childhood vaccination programme
because chickenpox is usually a mild iliness, particularly in children.

There's also a worry that infroducing chickenpox vaccination for all children could increase
the risk of chickenpox and shingles in adulis.

Chickenpox in adults

In adults, chickenpox tends to be more severe and the risk of complications increases with
age.

If a childhood chickenpox vaccination programme was introduced, people would not catch
chickenpox as children because the infection would no longer circulate in areas where the
majority of children had been vaccinated.

This would leave unvaccinated children susceptible to contracting chickenpox as adults,
when they are more likely to get a more senous infection, or in pregnancy, where there is a
risk of the infection harming the baby.

Shingles in adults

We could also see a significant increase in cases of shingles in adulis.

Being exposed to chickenpox as an adult — for example, through contact with infected
children — boosts your immunity to shingles.

If you vaccinate children against chickenpox, you lose this natural boosting, so immunity in
adults will drop and more shingles cases will occur.

Pediatric/VFC Vaccine Price List

Varicella[5] Varivax® 00006- 10 pack - 1dose $9272 £11516 03/31/2018  Merck 200-
4827-00 wvial 2017-
93273
Adult Vaccine Price List

Varicella-Adult [5] Varivax® 00006~ 10pack - 1dose  $69.94 $115.16 6/30/2018 Merck 200-
4827-00 wial 2017-
94412

Zoster Vaccine Live Zostavax® 00006~ 10 pack - 1 dose 13416 $212.666 6/30/2018 Merck 200-
4963-41 wial 2017-
94412

http: //www.nhs.uk/ chg/ Pages/ 1032.aspx?CategorylD=62
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